
GT LEAD

Summary
GT LEAD is designed to provide a di�erentiated learning opportunity for
identified gifted students. The GT LEAD curriculum guarantees four learning
experiences for grades 1-5. Each unit of study is designed to foster critical and
creative thinking, introduce advanced academic content, and develop
research and presentation skills. These guaranteed experiences feature
high-interest, interdisciplinary topics that foster deeper understanding and
application.
Throughout each project, students will be encouraged to grow as autonomous
learners, increase their leadership skills, and develop sophisticated products
and performances. In addition to the four main units of study, GT LEAD
students will engage in multiple “anchor” activities designed to di�erentiate
student learning by promoting curiosity, problem-solving, logical thinking, and
analogical reasoning. The GT LEAD curriculum also intentionally integrates
Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity icons to encourage students to explore and
analyze science, math, language arts, and social studies concepts at a more
advanced level.

Kindergarten GT Service Hours- 45 minutes per week

In Kindergarten GT LEAD students will begin to explore the theme of
DISCOVERY. They will be introduced to advanced language and accelerated
learning, as well as creative and critical thinking strategies. Students will
analyze attributes, practice creative brainstorming, and learn problem-solving
skills through a series of 8 -10 lessons designed to challenge and engage
gifted kindergarten students. Students will be introduced to several of the
Kaplan Depth and Complexity Icons, including Details and Big Idea. The
groundwork will be laid for a risk-free learning environment in the GT
classroom.

First Grade GT Service Hours- 1.5 hours per week

In First Grade GT LEAD students will explore the theme of CONTRIBUTIONS.
Students will recognize and evaluate the role contributions play in school, our
community, and the world, as well as their personal role as a contributor.
During the first nine weeks, students will learn that storytelling is immersed in
history through our “Stories and 3D Castles” unit. It has been used over
millennia to relate significant events and to explain why or how things happen.
In this task, first-grade students will explore storytelling as related to diverse
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cultures and the contribution stories have made over time in understanding
historical events. Students will also discover how the architecture looks around
the world and how shapes a�ect the stability of a structure.

In the second nine weeks, students will explore the contributions made by
“Authentic Research”. They will learn What Authentic Research is and Who
Does Research. We will discuss how can we use data collected to impact our
school or community and contribute to positive changes. Second graders will
learn new vocabulary including hypothesis, descriptive research, sample, data,
and impact. Students will learn about systematic sampling and its importance
and brainstorm questions and evaluate ideas using a rubric as they learn
about research and the impact it can have on a school or community. At the
end of the unit, students should be able to communicate their research
findings and potential impact.

In the third nine weeks, students will analyze the elements of board games
and the role each element plays in the game during the “Game Maker” unit.
Students will gain an understanding of the Design Thinking Process and how it
relates to creating games. Students will learn about the contributions each
player makes to the success of a game. Students will design their own game
and use the design process to make necessary modifications.

During the fourth nine weeks, students will integrate science, fine arts, and
English language arts by researching the contribution worms make to soil
through “Getting the Dirt on Soil”. The research will be used to determine the
best soil for worms and a worm’s role in making soil healthy for plants.
Students will create their vermicomposting bin and watch their worm
population prosper as the worms enrich the soil. This introduction to the
interrelationship between living and nonliving components of an ecosystem
builds a foundation for understanding current topics, such as soil conservation
and ecological awareness as well as our role as contributors to keeping the
earth healthy.

Second Grade GT Service Hours- 2 hours per week

In Second Grade GT LEAD students will explore systems by analyzing how a
system works and the role interdependence plays in systems throughout the
world. How is our class like a system when we work together to solve a
problem? How is our school like a system? After analyzing familiar systems
students will begin to recognize and evaluate systems in the world at large.
In the first nine weeks, students will explore the school looking for systems
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already in place during our “Systems” unit. Students will begin to evaluate
what makes a system and the role systems play in society. They will identify
parts of systems and the significance each part plays within the system.
Students will choose a system to research and design a presentation to show
the class.

During the second nine weeks, students will be introduced to icons and utilize
a single dimension of Depth and Complexity in the context of fairy tales in our
“Depth and Complexity with Simple Machines” unit. They will apply the
depth and complexity icons as a question or a stem as they research simple
machines as systems. Students will demonstrate skills of complex thinking by
comparing the operations of di�erent simple machines and designing a
system in which several simple machines are used to “trap a wolf”.

In the third nine weeks, second graders will explore facets of research in our
“Brain Research” unit. In this unit, we provide students with background
knowledge and a basic understanding of how the brain works and the basic
parts and functions of each part of the brain working together. Students will
recognize the interacting parts of the brain as a system that works together to
perform tasks. We will also evaluate the importance of all the body systems
functioning together.

During the fourth nine weeks students explore reasons why animals become
endangered or extinct through our “It’s Extinct” unit. Students analyze the
cause-and-e�ect relationships between deforestation, pollution, natural
disasters, and extinction. We will also evaluate the importance of each link in
the food chain for species’ survival. Students research the systems in nature
that support animal life and look for answers to the following questions:
What systems exist to keep animals alive?
What causes these systems to malfunction and what are the e�ects?

Third Grade GT Service Hours- 2 hours per week

The theme for 3rd grade GT LEAD is POWER. 3rd graders will explore concepts
that exude physical power, and also discover the power they have within.
Students will experience how change can be powerful by developing a
tolerance for ambiguity to look at something in a di�erent way. They will
analyze the power of marketing/advertising in their decision-making as
consumers by researching the attributes of successful campaigns. Students
will also learn how self-awareness can give them the power to recognize how
their interests align with a future career.
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GT LEAD third graders will begin the year with the “Flight” unit during the
first nine weeks. Students will begin to understand forces at work during flight
by learning vocabulary and conducting various flight experiments. They will
examine the power necessary to take flight, as well as the historical
significance of discoveries in flight. Students will also choose their final
assignment and research various topics related to flight such as parachutes,
rockets, and blimps.

During the second nine weeks, scholars will put their creative side to work in
the “3D Discoveries” unit. Students will start by exploring the power of
change, and looking at the way experts in the field use creativity and
innovation in their work. Next, they will use ordinary classroom objects to
create something new and innovative. Finally, students will create a story,
tale, or anecdote to accompany their idea that uses the challenging twist of
alliteration!

In the third nine weeks, GT LEAD students will sharpen their business skills by
completing the “Building a Business” unit. This project generates an
understanding of marketing, consumer awareness, and business models by
studying the game and toy industries. Students will learn about the making
and selling of their favorite toys before founding their own toy company. Each
group will then develop a prototype of a new toy, along with one of the
following: a business plan for a toy/game company; a marketing campaign to
sell the toy/game; or a plan to mass produce the toy/game.

To conclude the year, scholars will consider future professions during the
“Career Exploration” unit. Students will first consider career choices that
might be right for them based on their interests, hobbies, and talents. Through
research, they will be able to develop a profile of di�erent careers, and the
qualities and goals required for each profession. By developing
self-awareness, students will have the power to recognize how their interests
align with a possible future career.

Fourth Grade GT Service Hours- 2 ½ hours per week

The theme for 4th grade GT LEAD is EXPLORATION. 4th graders will have
opportunities to explore their own identity, and how their unique traits allow
them to relate to the world around them. They will also learn about famous
explorers and explorations, and how their spirits inspired others. In addition,
students will explore scientific concepts and unsolved phenomena that allow
them to make conjectures based on research, evidence, and investigations.
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In the first nine weeks, students will complete the “Monument of Me” unit.
Students will explore what a monument is, why they are built, the
ideals/concepts they reflect, and why people continue to visit them. They will
also experience the process of reflecting on their strengths and improvement
areas (analyzing their own identities), thus creating their monuments of
themselves.

In the second nine weeks, GT LEAD scholars will experience the “Detective
School” unit. In this unit, students will explore the procedures of crime scene
investigators to use scientific procedures to analyze and solve mysteries.

In the third nine weeks, students will engage in the ever-popular “Enigmas”
unit! Students will investigate a naturally occurring enigma (an unsolved
mystery). Each student will have an opportunity to explore an enigma in depth
using the research process. They will also create a final presentation that will
o�er possible explanation theories.

In the final nine weeks, students will complete their 4th-grade journey with the
“Rube Goldberg” culminating unit! Students will be able to use their
knowledge of force, motion, and simple machines to construct a contraption
that will initiate a “cause and e�ect” relationship which will deliver a marble
into a container. Students will make the connections between these
relationships, using a variety of formats including video, illustrations, models,
and real-life examples.

Fifth Grade GT Service Hours- 2 ½ hours per week

The theme for 5th grade GT LEAD is CHANGE. 5th graders experience much
change as they grow as leaders of their school and ultimately transition from
elementary to middle school students. Throughout all of the 5th-grade units,
the theme of change is analyzed and applied as a lens through which students
evaluate the world.

In the first 9 weeks, students will engage in a unit titled “The Power of Yet”.
In this unit, students will explore how challenges impact our growth. They will
learn about the power of mindset, and how grit and determination can help us
overcome adversity and achieve our goals. After setting goals for themselves,
students create three-dimensional icons as a physical reminder of all they
hope to achieve!

In the second 9 weeks, 5th-grade GT students will complete a unit titled
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“Geometric Wonders”. Students will explore examples of geometry found in
the world such as architecture, engineering, and nature. Students will analyze
patterns found in the natural world and discover that through mathematics,
we can gain a better understanding of natural phenomena. Culminating
projects for this unit include Fibonacci and fractal works of art, tessellation
creations, and Zometool challenges.

In the 3rd 9 weeks, students will focus on an area of passion or interest
through a unit titled “Independent Research”. This project focuses on
research and presentation skills. Students will develop an intriguing driving
question, evaluate the quality of sources, develop a sophisticated product,
and present their findings through a class presentation.

In the last 9 weeks, 5th-grade GT LEAD students will engage in a unit titled
“Exploring Sports & Games”. In this unit, students will investigate how
games have evolved and changed over time to improve safety, entertainment
value, and fairness. Students will also be introduced to the role mathematical
probability plays in many sports and games. At the conclusion of this unit,
students will design their own carnival game and calculate the probability of
winning.


